Montclair Environmental Commission

April 2026 Meeting Notes
April 8,2026

Meeting held at: Municipal Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room. This meeting was held in compliance
with the Open Public Meetings Act. Notice of this meeting was published on the Montclair Township
website and MEC website.

e Commissioners Present: Bill Martens (Chair), Imke Oster, Alison Tribus (Vice Chair), Judy
Meyers (alternate), Ruchi Misra (Secretary), Gray Russell
Absent: Keith Brodock (excused), Mac Carbonnell (excused)
Town Liaisons: Lisa Johnson (Department of Sustainability), Councilor Eileen Birmingham,
Deputy Mayor Susan Shin Andersen

Administrative Updates and Meeting Process

Public comment was moved to the end of meetings if time permits, with exceptions for votes or specific
discussions requiring public input. Comments can also be submitted via email (mtcenv@gmail.com)
Agenda updates were noted, including the move of the Community Energy Plan presentation to the next
meeting..

Community Energy Plan Presentation Update

The BPU granted funds to author a Community Energy Plan (CEP), much of which was captured in the
existing Climate Action Plan. The plan focuses on municipal energy efficiency and reducing energy usage.
Marrakesh will present the CEP at the next NVC meeting as a required public engagement session per BPU
requirements. Once the CEP is adopted, the municipality can apply for the Community Implementation
Grant of up to $500,000, which previously funded solar panels but is now shifting toward energy
efficiency upgrades in buildings, potentially municipal buildings. The presentation is estimated at 30-40
minutes. It was proposed and agreed to hold the session in council chambers for more space, potentially
film it, and promote it via the website and newsletter.

Essex/Erie Park Snow Abatement Issue

The resolution introduced by Councilor Harrison at the prior night's town council meeting was tabled on
attorney advice due to language concerns and insufficient council review time, but this does not delay
remediation actions. The situation is being treated as a 'sentinel event' requiring root cause analysis
rather than individual blame. Immediate actions include trash cleanup at both Essex and Erie Park sites
(12 workers at Essex, 10 at Erie), drainage ditching to reduce ponding, and tree health monitoring. Dr.
Jason Grabowski of Rutgers Cooperative Extension advised that 'kettling' (faster ice melt around tree
bases) indicates tree health—trees showing kettling should be left alone; ice should only be manually
removed if kettling is absent, and even then carefully to avoid tree damage. Lisa confirmed kettling was
observed at both sites. Soil salinity tests so far have shown salinity levels to be within acceptable ranges; a
soil sample result was expected the next day, with samples also being sent to Pace Laboratories.



Community Solar Program Update

The program allows a certain number of Low-to-Moderate Income (LMI) households to receive a discount
on their electric bill through a competitive solar sourcing initiative managed by Gabel Associates. Section
8 housing administration was approached for LMI household data but declined due to privacy concerns
and resident distrust stemming from previous energy aggregation programs where some residents were
misled by third-party suppliers or that action was taken without their consent. The program is still in
very early stages—no RFP has been issued yet; the current goal is just to estimate the number of eligible
LMI households. Gable, described as the leading N]J Energy company working with municipalities on these
programs, has signed a data privacy agreement with the town. The MEC discussed launching an education
campaign to alleviate resident concerns, potentially including a public presentation and press coverage.

Tree Ordinance Update

The MEC voted to approve the latest version of the draft tree ordinance incorporating feedback from the
MEC, with the understanding that additional changes could be made based on additional input from other
stakeholders. The deadline to submit the ordinance in final form to the attorney is next Tuesday, April
14th, with a goal of introducing the ordinance at the April 21st Council meeting. The commission
members agreed that having a viable enforcement plan that reflects existing resource levels but also
leverages new tools and training, and the use of SDL, the town’s administrative software, to streamline the
permitting, tracking and enforcement processes are key to the success of the ordinance.

Construction Containment Ordinance

The MEC will explore a new ordinance that would require contractors performing exterior work to tarp
or contain their work area to prevent particulate matter, sawdust, microplastics, and other debris from
entering the environment. Cleanup would be required daily. Many towns are beginning to adopt similar
measures. MEC will review nearby town ordinances and propose a draft ordinance to the MEC.

Tree Protection During Construction

Pre-COVID, the MEC met with the township engineer to require physical tree protection (half-pipe
barriers) around trees during road and sidewalk construction projects. The engineer had agreed to
include it in construction specs, but the initiative was dropped during COVID with no follow-up. The
commission agreed to revive this, particularly relevant given current road construction activity.

Library Textile Recycling Bin

A textile recycling bin is being installed at the main library branch on April 16th, located south of the
library between the library and the Mills social services building, near existing book drop bins. The
program accepts all textiles—not just donation-quality items—and is managed by an operator that also
runs bins in urban areas like Jersey City. Pickup is every Monday, with 24-hour emergency pickup
available for large drop-offs. Website information will be updated to direct residents to this resource.

Styrofoam Recycling Redirect
Montclair’s styrofoam recycling program was discontinued because restarting it would require two
additional paid Saturday staff (9 AM-1 PM) for quality control, which is cost-prohibitive. Residents will
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instead be directed to Clifton's drop-off facility on Van Houten, which uses a condenser machine
purchased by Passaic County. Criteria for acceptable Styrofoam (clean, tape removed) are the same as
Montclair's prior program. The town website will be updated to include instructions for the Clifton
drop-off.

Town Website Recycling Section Restructuring

The MEC Waste Reduction and Recycling Committee created a mock-up suggesting how recycling
information on the town website could be made easier to find through consolidation. Currently, the
information is scattered across three sections of the town website: one under the Department of
Sustainability, one under DCS, and one additional DCS sub-section. The goal is to centralize everything
under the DCS recycling section with proper hyperlinking, updated content (including new Atlantic Coast
Recycling information correcting inaccuracies), and streamlined navigation.

Skip the Stuff Ordinance - State Law Reconciliation

A New Jersey state law was passed that supersedes Montclair’s Skip The Stuff ordinance which will take
effect in August 2026. It goes farther than Montclair’s ordinance, for example, by requiring restaurants
serving 10 or more people to stop providing single-use plastics. The town's ordinance may need to be
amended for consistency. The state is responsible for educating businesses but is not expected to do so
effectively. The commission discussed potentially producing its own educational materials for local
restaurants, building on the successful prior outreach where commission members personally delivered
packets to restaurants.

Wildlife Non-Lethality Ordinance and Deer Management

The wildlife non-lethality ordinance developed by an independent group of residents and Councilors
passed at the prior night's town council meeting with a 6-1 vote. A deer management working group
resolution created by the same group has not been formally introduced to Council but there are still plans
to form it. The MEC will have a representative in the group. The working group is expected to begin work
once deer survey results are available, providing a benchmark against which to measure effectiveness of
future strategies.

Essex Environmental Roundtable Announcement

The upcoming Essex Environmental Roundtable will be held on Thursday, April 30th at 7:00 PM at the
Essex County Branch Brook Park Cherry Blossom Welcome Center. The event runs twice yearly and brings
together environmental commission members from all Essex County towns. Format: one hour of topic
presentations (this session: stormwater and stormwater utilities) followed by one hour of inter-town
networking and sharing of local initiatives. There is no attendance limit and all members of the MEC have
the option to attend.

Page 3
April 2026 Minutes



