Montclair Environmental Commission March Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2026
Meeting held at: Municipal Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room
This meeting was held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act. Notice of this meeting was
published on the Montclair Township website and MEC website.

Commissioners Present: Keith Brodock, Mac Carbonnell, Bill Martens (Chair), Imke Oster, Alison
Tribus (Vice Chair), Judy Meyers (alternate)
Absent: Ruchi Misra (Secretary - excused), Gray Russell (alternate - excused)

Town Liaisons: Lisa Johnson (Department of Sustainability), Councilor Eileen Birmingham

Administrative Updates

The Chairperson shared administrative updates, including: MEC documentation access, a transition
playbook for future Chairpersons, the addition of social media icons to the website and the Township
website update with the meeting schedule for the year. Matt from Montclair Local was present, as
the MEC is encouraging local press to attend meetings. The link for alternate Commissioner
applications still needs to be circulated via social media and the website. The 2025 MEC annual
report was not completed by the previous Chairperson, but will be compiled by Bill.

Bylaw Changes

The Chair proposed that all Commissioners review the bylaws before the next meeting and submit
any and all proposed changes at once, rather than addressing them piecemeal. The chair will
recirculate the bylaws for review and comment. The Commission will vote on any proposed changes
at the next meeting.

Open Commissioner Seat

An email has been sent to the Mayor’s office with the MEC’s nomination for the open Commission
seat. The alternate seat remains open; the group discussed prioritizing a candidate from Ward 3 or
Ward 4 for better representation of the full Township. Councilor Councilor Birmingham agreed to
email the councilors for Wards 3 and 4 to notify them of the open alternate seat.

Waste Reduction and Recycling

Alison, Judy, Gray met with the MRF (Materials Recovery Facility) representative. They have an
updated list of what can and cannot be recycled. Key findings: the MRF accepts more than expected;
takeout containers can be recycled if they are plastic type 1, 2 or 5 (if white/clear/opaque - no dark
colors); aluminum foil can be recycled if rinsed; bottles with caps/lids smaller than 3 inches cannot
be recycled separately but can be recycled if the lid is attached to the bottle (except plastic bottles,
where the cap becomes a projectile under pressure). The next step is to create a condensed, digestible



version of the findings to post on the MEC website and social channels. A broader communication
campaign beyond the website is being planned.

Textile Recycling

The Library Director has received an updated contract from the textile recycling vendor. The
installation of the textile recycling bin at the library can now be scheduled. Once installed, a
communication plan is needed to get the word out.

Skip the Stuff Ordinance Reconciliation

Key findings: the state bill supersedes local ordinances and prohibits towns from creating new ones.
Under the state law, restaurants with 10 or more seats are required to use non-disposable cutlery and
plates for dine-in customers. Exemptions exist for schools, penitentiaries, nursing homes. Food
courts are being given more time to adapt. Fines will be enforced at the town level, with a portion of
fines kept by the town and the remainder going to the state's green fund. State funding is available
for communications and training. The state bill takes effect in August; the town's current ordinance
remains in effect until then.

Styrofoam Recycling

Clifton's Van Houten facility accepts styrofoam from individuals and municipalities at no charge.
The facility is approximately 15 minutes away. Requirements are the same: labels must be removed,
and only blocks (not pellets) are accepted. Residents can already drop off styrofoam individually at
the facility. For a municipal-level drop-off at the town dump, DPW cooperation is needed. MEC will
contact the DPW.

Deer Ordinance

The MEC decided it would not take a position on a deer non-lethality ordinance that will be brought
before the Township Council by a group of Councilors and residents on March 12. The MEC was
not involved with drafting the ordinance and had no input into it. A separate resolution drafted by the
same group to create a working group to study non-lethal deer management strategies was not raised
at the Council meeting on February 24. The MEC will request to be added to the resolution as a
participant in the working group.

Invasive Species / Native Species State Law Reconciliation

A new state law on invasive species was discussed. The law, which prohibits propagation of invasive
species on private or public property (specific species are included in the legislation), does not take
effect until February 2027. Under the state law, starting in 36 months, nurseries and distributors will
be prohibited from selling invasive species. The group also discussed Montclair’s current native
species ordinance, which requires at least 70% native species when planting plants and shrubs on
town property and which does not appear to be in conflict with the State Law, which supersedes any
local laws.



ANJEC Open Space Stewardship Grant

The MEC discussed applying for the $1,500 grant which is for environmental commissions to fund
education or open space-related projects. One potential project discussed was a partnership between
MEC, the town, and Montclair High School to plant trees and reduce heat island effects. Alison is
separately working on a micro-forest proposal for a triangular space near Woodman Field.

Snow Dumping and Park Damage

During the recent winter storm followed by 18 days of freeze, the town dumped significant amounts
of snow in Essex Park and Walnut Street Park. This caused damage to newly planted trees, with
branches being torn off by machinery. The DEP's primary concern is snow dumping near waterways,
which leaves very few site options. Austin confirmed he has a DEP permit for the snow dumping
and is committed to rehabilitating any damage after the snow melts. No clear alternative dumping
location was identified.

Open Space Index

The MEC is required by state mandate to maintain an open space index, but the existing one dates to
approximately 2003 and has not been updated since. The current index covers only public parks.
Other towns include private land, rights-of-way, and vacant lots, sometimes even calculating acreage
to express what percentage of the town is open space. Councilor Birmingham mentioned that the
Parks and Recreation committee may be taking on a parks inventory (tracking amenities, water
sources, playground update dates, etc.) and suggested MEC be kept in the loop. MEC is following up
with Janice Talley.

Road Salting Practices

Judy raised the question of whether the town uses environmentally friendly alternatives to rock salt.
Councilor Birmingham indicated the town likely uses rock salt. The Township's website apparently
advises residents to use more environmentally friendly alternatives to rock salt, raising the question
of whether the Township itself follows that guidance.

Department of Sustainability Updates

Marrakesh will present the Community Energy Plan at the next Commission meeting on April 8. The
presentation is expected to last 45 minutes to an hour. It will be open to the public for questions. The
Resilience Action Plan feedback was reviewed with Nick, from Colliers, who will incorporate and
who confirmed it does not need council passage—it is a planning document only.

Tree Ordinance Discussion

Extensive discussion was held on the draft tree ordinance. The goal is to have a revised draft ready
for introduction at the April 7th Township Council meeting. Lisa and the tree subcommittee will
meet to revise the draft and then circulate it to other Commissioners for comment.



Municipal Community Solar
A meeting is scheduled for the week of March 9th to discuss the status of the municipal community
solar project.

Deer Survey Contract
Lisa received comments on the deer survey contract from the advisory working group today. She
plans to review the comments and return to the vendor to finalize. The survey is moving forward.



